
IVC FILTER  
Description:  An inferior vena cava filter or IVC filter is a small cone shaped 
device that is implanted in the inferior vena just below the kidneys.  The filter 
is designed to capture an embolism, a blood clot that has broken loose from 
one of the deep veins in the legs on its way to the heart and lungs. 

 
Prep instructions: Nothing to eat or drink eight hours prior to appointment. Stop 
metformin 24hr prior to procedure and 48hr post procedure. Current labs within 
30 days of procedure, address blood thinning meds with ordering physician or 
anticoagulation clinic. 
 
Post Instructions:  You must have a driver and caregiver at the time of discharge.  
You should not operate any machinery or make and important decisions for 24 
hours after sedation.  Drink extra fluids to dilute the contrast and flush your 
kidneys.  Follow up with ordering physician post placement and for removal. 


