
Dialysis Catheter 
Description:  A dialysis catheter is a catheter used for exchanging blood to 

and from a hemodialysis machine and a patient. There are two lumens venous and 
arterial.  The arterial lumen (red) withdraws blood from the patient and carries it to 
the dialysis machine.  The venous lumen (blue) returns blood to the patient from the 
dialysis machine.  

Prep instructions:  Nothing to eat or drink eight hours prior to appointment.  
Current labs within 30 days of procedure, address blood thinning meds with 
ordering physician or anticoagulation clinic. 

Post instructions:  You must have a driver and caregiver at the time of discharge.  
You should not operate any machinery or make any important decisions for 24 
hours after sedation. 

 


