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Veterans at VA Nursing Home Catch Olympic Spirit
Who:   Veterans at the Carl T. Hayden VA Medical Center Nursing Home
What: 
Nursing Home patients hold their own version of the 2006 Olympic Games, passing a torch as part of the opening ceremony 

When: Friday, February 10, 10:30 a.m.

Where:  Carl T. Hayden V.A. Medical Center Nursing Home, 650 E. Indian School Road, Phoenix. Torch passing starts in the Ambulatory Care Center Lobby, accessible from the Third Street and Indian School Road entrance to the Medical Center.
 

Description:    
With other veterans, volunteers and staff dressed in patriotic colors cheering them on, veterans at the VA Medical Center Nursing Home Care Unit will carry their version of the Olympic torch down the hallways of the Carl T. Hayden V.A. Medical Center on Friday, February 10, beginning at 10:30 a.m.

The Opening Ceremony will consist of a torch relay from the Ambulatory Care Center down the halls to the Nursing Home Care Unit, where resident veterans will take part in three activities:

· Wheel chair slalom (obstacle course)

· Snow ball throw

· Hockey puck challenge 
Bob Endsley, a resident of the facility, says the VA version of the torch relay makes him feel like a part of the Olympics. “The crowd cheering us on as we pass the torch is really cool,” he says. And, it gets him in the spirit to watch the games on television. “I like to cheer for Team USA in the Olympics on TV.”
The VA’s Nursing Home Care Unit provides a variety of services including medical, nursing and therapy services (such as physical, occupational and recreational therapies). Currently, 65 residents who are veterans of service from World II through the Vietnam War reside at the facility.  

