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For Immediate Release  
VA offers two years of no-cost health care for veterans of 

Operation Iraqi Freedom and Operation Enduring Freedom

In accordance with the United States Department of Veterans Affairs, the Carl T. Hayden Veterans Affairs Medical Center (CTHVAMC) is reaching out to meet the needs of our nation’s newest veterans – the men and women who return from service in Operation Iraqi Freedom and Operation Enduring Freedom (OIF/OEF). 

Thousands of veterans of Operation Iraqi Freedom and Operation Enduring Freedom are in Arizona, and many may be unaware of the health care benefits to which they are entitled.  

“Our goal is to ensure that every seriously injured or ill serviceman or woman returning from a theater of combat in these operations receives priority care and service,” said CTHVAMC Medical Center Director John Fears.  “We want to make sure they are aware of the free medical benefits they can receive.”

Active-duty personnel, and Reservist or National Guard members who serve in a theater of combat operations in OIF/OEF are eligible for hospital care, medical services, and nursing home care for injuries or illnesses they believe are related to combat service for a period up to two years beginning on the date of discharge or release from service.  This two-year eligibility for medical care is available even if there is insufficient medical evidence to conclude that the veteran’s illness is the result of combat service.  At the end of the two-year period, these veterans can continue to receive free health care for injuries and illnesses officially connected to military service.

 

In addition to health care, CTHVAMC, through the VA, offers a spectrum of programs for veterans, including disability compensation, vocational rehabilitation, prosthetic services, education benefits, specially adapted housing, automobile grants, and survivor and burial benefits.  Many VA services are provided at a higher priority or on an expedited basis for this newest generation of combat-disabled veterans.  VA programs for veterans with a service-connected injury or illness apply equally to those who served in the regular active duty forces and to National Guard members or reservists returning from federal activation. 

-more-

One of the largest areas of concern from service members returning is Post Traumatic Stress Disorder.  “Of the 219 veterans who have filed for compensation, 167 are suffering from PTSD, while five are suffering from amputations and two are suffering from traumatic brain injury,” added Fears.  

 

According to the Pentagon, about 1 million American troops have served in Iraq and Afghanistan, and some experts predict that 100,000 of them will require medical health treatment after their military discharge.

Visit www.va.gov/healtheligibility or call the CTHVAMC enrollment office at (602) 222-6508 to determine eligibility.                                                                     
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The Carl T. Hayden Veterans Affairs Medical Center has been serving veterans in Maricopa County since 1951.  We are a level one tertiary care facility that offers a variety of services to more than 65,000 veterans. We currently have 132 inpatient beds for medical and surgical patients, 90 beds for nursing home patients and 48 inpatient beds for mental health patients. We are honored to serve our veterans who have paid the price for us to enjoy our freedoms. 


