[image: image1.jpg]CARL T.
HAYDEN

VETERANS
AFFAIRS
MEDICAL
CENTER
AND
CLINICS

PHOENIX, ARIZONA
N






News Release

            FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:

Paula L. Pedene APR, Public Affairs Officer

650 East Indian School Road, Phoenix, AZ



                                              Work:  (602) 200-6279, Pager:  (602) 779-3534

                                 After Hours:  (480) 368-8714



                                 e-mail:  Paula.Pedene@va.gov

Sept. 20, 2006






For Immediate Release

VA Medical Center Holds Special Ceremony for

Patient to Receive Belated Purple Heart
Veterans Receives Medal more than 50 Years after being Wounded
PHOENIX — When Angel Dasig finally receives his Purple Heart Medal more than 50 years after being wounded, the Carl T. Hayden Veterans Affairs Medical Center will make sure there is a ceremony to go with it. 
Dasig, 90, of Glendale, is a patient of the VA Medical Center in Phoenix. He will receive the medal on Thursday, Sept. 21, at 12:30 p.m. in the Sports Room of the Medical Center’s Nursing Home Care Unit.  The VA’s Nursing Home Care Unit is located just north of the main entrance to the medical center off Seventh Street, north of Indian School Road. The Sports Room is just inside the entrance to the Nursing Home Care Unit.
Dasig’s son in law, Rick Peterson, who works at the hospital as a safety engineer, and one of his doctors, Robbi Venditti, DO, Dasig’s primary care provider at the Carl T. Hayden VA Medical Center, are putting together the ceremony with the help of the medical center’s Public Affairs Office and ABC-15 anchor Jonathan Elias, who will make the presentation.
Dasig was wounded in Korea in October 1951, when shrapnel tore through his leg during battle. Busy with his ongoing military career, which took him through service after both World War II and Korea, he was never quite sure how to apply for the Purple Heart.  Recently with the help of Dr. Venditti he is finally receiving the honor.
The Carl T. Hayden VA Medical Center has been caring for wounded military personnel and other veterans since 1951. It currently treats more than 75,000 veterans who served during war and peacetime.
The Purple Heart is the oldest military decoration in the world in present use and the first American award made available to the common soldier. It is awarded to members of the U.S. armed forces who are wounded at the hands of the enemy and posthumously to the next of kin in the name of those who are killed or die of wounds received in action. It is specifically a combat decoration.
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The Carl T. Hayden Veterans Affairs Medical Center has been serving veterans in Maricopa County since 1951.  We are a level one tertiary care facility that offers a variety of services to more than 75,000 veterans. We currently have 130 inpatient beds for medical and surgical patients, 80 beds for nursing home patients and 40 inpatient beds for mental health patients. We are honored to serve our veterans who have paid the price for us to enjoy our freedoms. 


