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***MEDIA ALERT***
Phoenix Mayor Phil Gordon To Present Disabled Veterans Headed to Climb Mt. Kilimanjaro With State of Arizona Flag 

WHAT:
Phoenix Mayor Phil Gordon will present Uhuru Ascent (pronounced a-hoo-roo, which is Swahili for “freedom”) mountain climbers with an official state of Arizona flag to take with them on their Mt. Kilimanjaro expedition in August. 


The Uhuru Ascent, featuring disabled veterans of the U.S. armed services, was organized by Darol Kubacz, who aims to be the first paraplegic veteran to summit the mountain unassisted. Kubacz was paralyzed from the chest down during an Army training accident in 1993 and is an outpatient at the Carl T. Hayden VA Medical Center. 


Mt. Kilimanjaro, the highest mountain in Africa at 19,341 feet, is located in northeast Tanzania. The success rate for climbers without any physical limitations is often low. Other disabled climbers with wheelchairs have attempted the climb and reached the summit with help. The Uhuru Ascent will serve as a symbol of accomplishment in redefining the way people with disabilities access and experience the outdoors. 

For more information about the Uhuru Ascent, visit www.uhuruascent.com.

WHERE:
Carl T. Hayden Veterans Affairs Medical Center

Nursing Home Care Unit (NHCU)  Sports Room (located at the 7th street side)

650 E. Indian School Rd.

Phoenix, AZ 85012



(602) 277-5551


WHEN:

10:30 a.m. - 11 a.m., Wednesday, August 2, 2006

WHO:
Phoenix Mayor Phil Gordon

Darol Kubacz (pronounced Cue-back), paraplegic veteran and leader of the Uhuru Ascent

Uhuru Ascent climbing team members

VISUALS:
Phoenix Mayor Phil Gordon presenting Uhuru Ascent climbers with a state of Arizona flag

MEDIA 

CONTACTS:
Paula Pedene APR

Carl T Hayden VA Medical Center


(602) 200-6279 or (602) 779-3534 (pager)

paula.pedene@va.gov
Dennis Kaiser/Liam O’Mahony

Off Madison Ave

480-505-4492/408-505-4528

dennisk@offmadisonave.com / liamo@offmadisonave.com
###

