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Local Korean War Hero, Will Help Represent Korean War/Era Veterans as this year’s Veterans Grand Marshals for 10th Annual VA Veterans Day Parade
Announcement to Take Place Thursday, July 27, on 53rd anniversary of End of Korean War
PHOENIX — The 2006 Carl T. Hayden Veterans Affairs Medical Center Veterans Day Parade will honor all of America’s veterans, with a focus on those who served in the Korean War (1950-1953), which has been called “the forgotten war.” But with the rattling of sabers by North Korea and its recent missile tests, many Americans are likely to recall that conflict, which ended on July 27, 1953, with no formal peace treaty. 

As part of its tribute to veterans, the Carl T. Hayden Veterans Affairs Medical Center has tapped some Arizona residents who served in the Korean War, as well as veterans of the Vietnam War, Desert Storm and current operations in Iraq and Afghanistan to serve as Grand Marshalls for the 10th Annual VA Veterans Day Parade.

Among those is Nick Gervase, a Scottsdale resident who served with the U.S. Marine Corps in Korea. He was awarded the Silver Star for his courage and coolness under fire as the leader of a machine gun squad in the battle for an enemy outpost called “Bunker Hill.” At about 2 a.m. on the morning of Aug. 13, 1952, Sgt. Gervase was hit by a mortar shell that blew in the right side of his chest. He remained at his machine gun, defending against enemy attacks until ordered to report to an aid station. While he was being bandaged, enemy soldiers attacked again and Gervase was bayoneted in the chest. Long after daybreak, he was carried on stretcher through a mine field to a field hospital.
Gervase will talk about his experiences in Korea and show several artifacts, including his medals, weapons from the Korean War, a Korean flag and photos from his service there. Media are invited to interview him any time from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Carl T. Hayden VA Medical Center, Building 21, Room 108.  (Note: Building 21 is on the north side of the medical center campus, just off Seventh Street). 

─ MORE ─
VA Medical Center Taps Local Vets for Parade
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Gervase has a long history of service to others, from the time he was a boy growing up in New Jersey. When he was in the seventh grade, he volunteered to help a wheelchair-bound neighbor to get to work about a mile away. “Every morning we had to cross the railroad tracks about six steps down and then six steps up the other side,” remembers Gervase. “It was challenging, but very rewarding.” 
The former Marine also has served with a volunteer fire department, umpired at Little League games, and helped neighbors with home repairs. As the State Chaplain for the Military Order of the Purple Heart, he has attended memorial services for Arizonans killed in action in Iraq.

The United States, North Korea and China sign an armistice, which ends the war but fails to bring about a permanent peace. To date, the Republic of Korea (South) and Democratic Peoples' Republic of Korea (North) have not signed a peace treaty. A total of 33,651 service members died in battle during the Korean War; 27,709 U.S. Army; 4,269 U.S. Marines; 1,198 U.S. Air Force; and 475 U.S. Navy. 7,140 service members became prisoners of war.

More About the VA Veterans Day Parade
Veterans Day is the day set aside to thank and honor all those who served honorably in the military ─ in wartime or peacetime. The 10th Annual Carl T. Hayden VA Medical Center Veteran's Day Parade will be held Saturday, Nov. 11, starting at 11 a.m.

From the medical center grounds, the parade will proceed northbound on 7th Street from Montecito to Camelback, then west on Camelback to Central Avenue, north on Central Avenue to Montebello, and end at the North Phoenix Baptist Church. Approximately 250,000 people are expected to line the parade route.
 

This year's theme is "Celebrating America's Veterans: Heroes Through the Decades," and will focus on the Korean War (1950 - 1953). Featuring more than 100 entries, the VA Veterans Day Parade is a showcase of military and civilian marching units, color guards, military vehicles, equestrian units, floats, balloons and bands. The parade is the culmination of a week of events that pay tribute to America’s veterans.
 

# # #
The Carl T. Hayden Veterans Affairs Medical Center has been serving veterans in Maricopa County since 1951.  We are a level one tertiary care facility that offers a variety of services to more than 75,000 veterans. We currently have 130 inpatient beds for medical and surgical patients, 80 beds for nursing home patients and 40 inpatient beds for mental health patients. We are honored to serve our veterans who have paid the price for us to enjoy our freedoms. 


