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June 27, 2006
Valley Vet Competes in National Veterans Wheelchair Games
Premier Event to be Held in Anchorage, Alaska July 3 through 8
PHOENIX — Mark Peterson knows it is hot here in July, so when the chance to compete in the VA’s National Veterans Wheelchair Games in a cooler climate came to him he took it.  Peterson will now be among more than 500 veterans with disabilities who will compete in the Games, being held July 3 through 8 in Anchorage, Alaska. 
Mark Peterson, of Glendale, is a patient of the Carl T. Hayden Veterans Affairs Medical Center (CTHVAMC). The 46-year-old Army veteran is a quadriplegic, and will compete in ramp bowling, the power chair 220 race, and the motorized slalom obstacle course. 

The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) is a recognized leader in rehabilitation, and sports are important in the therapy used to treat many disabilities. For many injured veterans, the Wheelchair Games provide the first exposure to wheelchair athletics.
Peterson began competing in the Games in 1988.
The Wheelchair Games, presented by the Department of Veterans Affairs and Paralyzed Veterans of America (PVA), are open to all U.S. military veterans who use wheelchairs due to spinal cord injuries, certain neurological conditions, amputations or other mobility impairments. Now in its 26th year, the event has become the largest annual wheelchair sports event in the world.

NOTE:  Media can talk with Peterson and photograph him as he prepares for competition before leaving for Anchorage.  Please contact VA PAO to coordinate.
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More about the National Veterans Wheelchair Games

The 26th National Veterans Wheelchair Games begin July 3 with a quad rugby exhibition on the town square in Anchorage.  On July 4, the athletes will lead the annual Independence Day Parade in downtown Anchorage, followed by the hand-cycling event.  Kids Day takes place on July 6 when local children, many with disabilities, will meet the athletes and learn about wheelchair sports.
At the Games, veterans will compete in track and field, swimming, basketball,  weightlifting, softball, air guns, quad rugby, bowling, table tennis, archery, hand-cycling, a motorized wheelchair rally, wheelchair slalom and power soccer.  A powerchair relay race will be held as an exhibition event this year.
For more information about the National Veterans Wheelchair Games, or to follow event results as they happen, visit the Games Web site at:  http://www.wheelchairgames.org.
# # #
The Carl T. Hayden Veterans Affairs Medical Center has been serving veterans in Maricopa County since 1951.  We are a level one tertiary care facility that offers a variety of services to more than 75,000 veterans. We currently have 130 inpatient beds for medical and surgical patients, 80 beds for nursing home patients and 40 inpatient beds for mental health patients. We are honored to serve our veterans who have paid the price for us to enjoy our freedoms. 


