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Apache "Longbow" Helicopters will Kick Off VA Veterans Day Parade 

Aircraft from Arizona Army National Guard Unit that Served in Afghanistan 
PHOENIX - Two Apache AH-64D "Longbow" helicopters from the Arizona Army National Guard will kickoff the 2008 VA Veterans Day parade by flying over the parade route, which begins on Seventh Street, just north of Indian School Road. 

The helicopters are from the First Battalion, 285th Aviation Regiment at the Silver Bell Army Heliport in Marana.  From January 2007 to January 2008, about 400 soldiers and 24 helicopters were deployed to Afghanistan in Operation Enduring Freedom, engaging the enemy and supporting troops on the ground. 

The flyover will take place at 11 a.m. Tues., Nov. 11, and will follow the parade route, which proceeds north on Seventh Street from Indian School Road, west on Camelback Road, then north on Central Avenue to Bethany Home Road. 

The AH-64D is a twin-engine Army attack helicopter developed by McDonnell Douglas (now Boeing). The U.S. Army has more than 800 Apaches in service, including deployments to Afghanistan, Iraq, and South Korea. The aircraft is named for its radar and missile systems. 

The Phoenix VA Health Care System's Annual VA Veterans Day Parade will  feature approximately 100 patriotic entries, including historic military vehicles; Veterans Service Organizations such as the Disabled American Veterans, American Legion and others; marching units, color guards; canine and equestrian units; floats; giant helium balloons, and bands. 

With a theme of "Serving With Honor," the 2008 VA Veterans Day Parade will pay tribute to all veterans from World War I to the present. The event includes a special salute to veterans serving in Afghanistan (Operation Enduring Freedom) and Iraq (Operation Iraqi Freedom), with four recent OEF-OIF veterans serving as Grand Marshals. 
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The Carl T. Hayden Veterans Affairs Medical Center, which is part of the Phoenix VA Heath Care System, has been serving veterans in Maricopa County since 1951.  We are a level one tertiary care facility that offers a variety of services to more than 67,000 veterans. We currently have 130 inpatient beds for medical and surgical patients, 80 beds for nursing home patients and 48 inpatient beds for mental health patients. We are honored to serve our veterans who have paid the price for us to enjoy our freedoms. 


