[image: image1.png]PHOENIX
VA
HEALTH
CARE
SYSTEM

ARIZONA
Al





News Release

            FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:

Paula L. Pedene APR, Public Affairs Officer

650 East Indian School Road, Phoenix, AZ



                                              Work:  (602) 222-2667, Pager:  (602) 779-3534

                                 After Hours:  (480) 368-8714



                                 e-mail: Paula.Pedene@va.gov

For Immediate Release                                                                 September 18, 2008

Former POWs Honored on National Day of Recognition 

When:             Friday, Sept. 19, 9:30 a.m. 

Where:            Carl T. Hayden VA Medical Center, in the Chapel, located off the 7th Street entrance of the hospital (650 East Indian School Road). Enter through the Community Living Center (CLC). Enter the CLC from the Seventh Street side of the Medical Center, near the Main Entrance. 

PHOENIX - The Phoenix Veterans Affairs Health Care System will pay tribute to veterans who were Prisoners of War (POW) and those who remain Missing In Action (MIA) in a special ceremony on Friday, Sept. 19.. It is on the third Friday of each September that is the traditional commemoration of the POW-MIA observance each year. 

The POW/MIA Remembrance Ceremony begins at 9:30 a.m. in the Chapel of the Carl T. Hayden Veterans Affairs Medical Center. Former POWs and other veterans will attend. 

Arden Rowley, of Mesa, A former POW during the Korean War, will give the keynote address.  The 78-year-old Army Veteran now lives on the same farm on which he was born, but from 1950 to 1953, he "lived" at five different POW camps. 

Rowley, 2nd engineer Combat Battalion, 2nd Infantry, was among those who helped defend Koreans in the southern part of the country at the beginning of the war. He was captured near the Chinese border in the north, during bitter fighting in December 1950. Originally listed as Missing in Action, he was able to write to his family in February 1951.  That letter was not received by his mother until July of that year, some five months later. On Aug. 18, 1953, he was repatriated to the United States in a prisoner exchange. 

Rowley says that his speech on Friday will emphasize the fact that thousands of servicemen are still missing, including 8,100 from the Korean War and 78,000 from World War II. He will also read a poem that his wife Ruth wrote. 

Earning a degree in education in 1958, Rowley taught in Mesa schools for 31 years, until his retirement in June 1989. He also served in the Army National Guard, retiring after 23 years of service. 
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The September 19th ceremony includes presentation of colors by the East Valley Chapter of American Ex-POW's and welcoming comments by Phoenix VA Health Care System Director, Donald Moore. 

Refreshments will be served in the Community Living Center Dining Room following the ceremony, from 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. 

More about America's POWs and MIAs 

More than 140,000 Americans were captured and interned during World War I, World War II, the Korean War, the Vietnam War, the Gulf War, the Somalia and Kosovo conflicts, and Operation Iraqi Freedom.  Not included in this figure are nearly 93,000 Americans who were lost or never recovered. Approximately 29,000 POWs are still living. 

Former American POWs are eligible for special veterans' benefits, including enrollment in VA medical care for treatment in VA hospitals and clinics without co-payments, as well as disability compensation for select injuries and diseases that generally have been associated with internment. These benefits are in addition to regular veterans' benefits and services to which they are entitled. 

For more information, former POWs can call 1-800-827-1000 and ask to speak to the Former POW Coordinator at the VA regional office nearest their home, or they can apply online at http://vabenefits.vba.va.gov/vonapp/main.asp. 
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The Carl T. Hayden Veterans Affairs Medical Center, which is part of the Phoenix VA Heath Care System, has been serving veterans in Maricopa County since 1951.  We are a level one tertiary care facility that offers a variety of services to more than 67,000 veterans. We currently have 130 inpatient beds for medical and surgical patients, 80 beds for nursing home patients and 48 inpatient beds for mental health patients. We are honored to serve our veterans who have paid the price for us to enjoy our freedoms. 


