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Run For The Wall comes to VA Medical Center in Phoenix 
First Stop on 10-day Cross Country Trek to Vietnam Memorial 

PHOENIX - As many as 500 motorcycle riders and their support crews will converge on the Carl T. Hayden Veterans Affairs Medical Center in Phoenix Wednesday, May 14 at 4:30 p.m.  The group will enter the Medical Center campus at Third Street and Indian School Road in Phoenix.  From there, they will divide into groups to visit with patients for about an hour. 

The riders, most of whom are veterans, are participating in the Run For The Wall (RFTW) an annual cross country motorcycle effort to gather veterans to visit the Vietnam Wall in Washington D.C. on Memorial Day.  Their Phoenix stop completes the first leg of a nearly 2,700-mile journey to Washington, D.C. This is RFTW's 20th pilgrimage across the country leading up to Memorial Day. 

Memorial Day is a time to remember service members who have died, or are still missing in action, or were prisoners of war. Thus Run For The Wall supports its mission to ensure that Americans remember those service members who have fought and died, as well as the approximately 88,000 Americans still missing from World War II through Desert Storm and Operation Iraqi Freedom. 

More about Run For The Wall 

At 7:45 am on Wednesday, May 14, 2008, veterans from several wars and their supporters will leave Rancho Cucamonga, CA, on their annual pilgrimage across America. Most will be riding motorcycles. The cross-country journey will include visits with VA hospital patients, ceremonies with veterans and civic organizations, visits to war memorials. 
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Run For The Wall started in 1989 as an effort by a couple of Vietnam veterans who traveled across America on motorcycles, talking to local radio, TV, and newspapers about the  men and women still unaccounted for since WWII. In Washington, D.C., on Memorial Day Sunday, the group will unite with thousands of other riders from across the country to form Rolling Thunder XIX, a "Welcome Home and We Have Not Forgotten Parade" from the Pentagon to the Vietnam Veteran's Memorial. 

# # # 

Media Note: To arrange for coverage of the visits with patients, contact Paula Pedene APR, Public Affairs Officer, at (602) 200-6279 or via e-mail at paula.pedene@va.gov. 







The Carl T. Hayden Veterans Affairs Medical Center, which is part of the Phoenix VA Heath Care System, has been serving veterans in Maricopa County since 1951.  We are a level one tertiary care facility that offers a variety of services to more than 67,000 veterans. We currently have 130 inpatient beds for medical and surgical patients, 80 beds for nursing home patients and 48 inpatient beds for mental health patients. We are honored to serve our veterans who have paid the price for us to enjoy our freedoms. 


