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For Immediate Release
Veterans Medical Leadership Council Presents $20,000 to VA Medical Center

VMLC Business, Civic Leaders Fund Raising Efforts Helped Support Services for Patients 

PHOENIX — The Veterans Medical Leadership Council (VMLC), a group of military veteran business and civic leaders, dedicated to Veterans causes presented a check for $20,000 to the Carl T. Hayden Veterans Affairs Medical Center today, which will be used to help aging, disabled and other patients of the medical center.

Proceeds are from the VMLC’s 4th annual "Heroes One and All” luncheon and a silent auction, which was held on November 10 as part of a week of activities culminating in the VA Veterans Day Parade on November 11. The funds will be used to help support services for patients, including:

· Providing funds to returning Operation Enduring Freedom and Operation Iraqi Freedom veterans to assist them with needs that fall outside federal funding guidelines.  

· Supporting social work services, including providing telephone cards, temporary subsistence needs and bus passes for admitted patients;

· Providing support for homeless veterans through a daily community outreach lunch program, and their annual Homeless Veterans Stand Down;

· Helping support recreational therapy programs that get patients out of the hospital and into the community to attend different social and sporting events.

The Veterans Medical Leadership Council (VMLC) is an all volunteer 501(c)19 nonprofit organization established in 1999 to assist with advocacy, public and community support efforts to benefit military veterans.  The current President, Sam Young, a retired Air Force Colonel and Director of Services for the Arizona Republic, presented the $20,000 check to the new CTHVA Medical Center Director, Donald Moore, at VMLC’s December meeting.  As a nonprofit organization, the VMLC is comprised primarily military veterans helping veterans, including the more than 75,000 patients served by the Carl T. Hayden VA Medical Center, as well as the Arizona State Veterans Home in Phoenix.

# # #

Media, please note:  If you'd like a high resolution of the oversize check presentation please contact Paula Pedene
The Carl T. Hayden Veterans Affairs Medical Center has been serving veterans in Maricopa County since 1951.  We are a level one tertiary care facility that offers a variety of services to more than 75,000 veterans. We currently have 130 inpatient beds for medical and surgical patients, 80 beds for nursing home patients and 40 inpatient beds for mental health patients. We are honored to serve our veterans who have paid the price for us to enjoy our freedoms. 


