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For Immediate Release
Veteran Recalls How He Survived Sinking of USS Oklahoma
at Pearl Harbor on Dec. 7, 1941
Resident of VA Medical Center Nursing Home will Travel to Hawaii for Dedication of Memorial to Battleship, in which more than 400 Men Died

PHOENIX — Garth G. Brown, Sr., knows he is lucky to be alive, having survived the sinking of the USS Oklahoma on Dec. 7, 1941. More than 400 men died when the battleship capsized. 

In fact, the 86-year-old Brown survived the sinking of two more ships during his Navy service in World War II. In 1943, he survived the sinking of the cruiser USS Helena off the Solomon Islands, spending a week in hiding on a Japanese-occupied island with 162 other survivors, thanks to the help of natives, before being rescued. Later, a small landing craft he was in was sunk by machine-gun fire. And the ship to which he was last assigned, the USS Bunker Hill, was attacked and severely damaged, with heavy casualties, not long after he was transferred.

Brown, who now lives in the Nursing Home Care Unit of the Carl T. Hayden VA Medical Center, is among a group of survivors of the USS Oklahoma who have been invited to return to Pearl Harbor for the dedication of a memorial to the battleship on Dec. 7, 2006. He and his wife Louise will travel to Hawaii, along with his son Stanley and daughter-in-law, leaving Tuesday Dec. 5. Brown is available for interviews prior to Dec. 5.
On the morning of Dec. 7, 1941, the USS Oklahoma was hit by Japanese torpedoes, which tore open much of her port side. As the ship was listing badly, Brown walked up a gun turret and prepared to jump into the water. Before he could, the huge ship capsized, throwing him clear of her, but the turbulence created by the ship’s rapid sinking held him underwater. He finally fought his way to the surface and was rescued.

The USS Oklahoma is one of three battleships that never returned to action after the attack on Pearl Harbor. It is the only one of the three great ships that does not have a memorial dedicated to those who lost their lives there. The USS Arizona, where 1,177 men lie entombed, and the USS Utah, where 59 men lie entombed, both have memorials.
-more-

Brown’s incredible story of survival was not without a price: In 1945, he suffered a nervous breakdown shortly after being sent to Electric Hydraulic School by the Navy. He recalls that, after the breakdown, the doctor he talked with told him, “After what you have been through, you need a rest... You have served with honor.” 

He later received a medical discharge, and has made his home in Phoenix for most of the time since. He and his wife worked together managing rental properties and raised four children, but he has had to deal with the effects of post traumatic stress disorder since his 3-1/2 years of combat duty, and was eventually determined to have a service-connected disability.

Brown’s physician at the VA Medical Center, Dr. Bradley Buckhout, says that veterans who have dealt with such stressful experiences often benefit from taking part in such ceremonies and talking about their experiences.

“It’s an honor for Garth to be included in the dedication,” says Dr. Buckhout. “It will be emotional... but it helps him to tell the story about surviving.”
To arrange an interview with Garth Brown and Dr. Buckhout, contact Paula Pedene, Public Affairs Officer for the Carl T. Hayden VA Medical Center, at 602-222-2667.
More information can be found on the USS Oklahoma Memorial at the following web address:  http://www.ussoklahoma.com/Pearl_Memorial.html.
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The Carl T. Hayden Veterans Affairs Medical Center has been serving veterans in Maricopa County since 1951.  We are a level one tertiary care facility that offers a variety of services to more than 75,000 veterans. We currently have 130 inpatient beds for medical and surgical patients, 80 beds for nursing home patients and 40 inpatient beds for mental health patients. We are honored to serve our veterans who have paid the price for us to enjoy our freedoms. 


