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For Immediate Release
VA Medical Center Highlights Tradition of Honoring Veterans with 

Entry in the 2006 APS Electric Light Parade

PHOENIX — Four “human” toy soldiers, each sporting uniforms adorned with hundreds of tiny electric lights will ride down Central Avenue on the Carl T. Hayden Veterans Affairs (VA) Medical Center float, as part of the 2006 APS Electric Light Parade on Saturday, December 2.  The float, an American Eagle covered with more than 50,000 red, white and blue lights, will highlight the V.A. Medical Center’s 55-year ”Tradition of Honoring Our Veterans” through its mission of providing top-quality medical care and related services.

“We are honored to serve our veterans, who have paid the price for us to enjoy our freedoms,” says Medical Center Director Donald Moore.  “Our float will salute the five branches of service. At the same time, it will represent a holiday tradition that has captured the imagination of children and collectors through the years.”

VA Medical Center employees will be decorating the float Wednesday evening, November 29, from 4 to 6 p.m. on the NE corner of the Medical Center grounds near administration building 21.  

VA Medical Center staff will ride on the float, wearing the lighted toy soldier uniforms. The Electric Light Parade, which begins at 7 p.m., will begin on Central Avenue, just south of Bethany Home Road, and travel south to Camelback Road, then head east to Seventh Street, where it will turn south again to the end point north of Indian School Road. All entries in the APS Electric Light Parade – even individuals in performance groups who walk the route – are decorated in holiday lights.
The Carl T. Hayden VA Medical Center opened its doors at Seventh Street and Indian School Road in 1951, and currently serves more than 75,000 veterans through the main medical center and satellite clinics in central and northern Arizona. A level one tertiary care facility, the medical center has 130 inpatient beds for medical and surgical patients, 80 beds for nursing home patients and 40 inpatient beds for mental health patients.







# # #
The Carl T. Hayden Veterans Affairs Medical Center has been serving veterans in Maricopa County since 1951.  We are a level one tertiary care facility that offers a variety of services to more than 75,000 veterans. We currently have 130 inpatient beds for medical and surgical patients, 80 beds for nursing home patients and 40 inpatient beds for mental health patients. We are honored to serve our veterans who have paid the price for us to enjoy our freedoms. 


