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VA Veterans Day Parade Takes Off With 
Sentimental Journey Flyover

The World War II bomber Sentimental Journey will return for its traditional flyover to mark the start of the 2007 VA Veterans Day Parade.

The Sentimental Journey is a B-17G Flying Fortress that was used to run bombing missions during WWII, and has been restored to its 1944 configuration. It is owned and operated by the Arizona Wing of the Commemorative Air Force at Falcon Field in Mesa. The aircraft is truly making a “sentimental journey,” as it has been a part of the VA Veterans Day Parade since its inception in 1997.
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This historic aircraft will make a low-level flight over the parade route at 11 a.m. to mark the start of this year’s event.

The parade route runs North on Seventh Street from Montecito to Camelback; then West on Camelback to Central Avenue; and North again on Central to Montebello.

More about the Sentimental Journey

Sentimental Journey rolled off the Douglas assembly line in late 1944, and was assigned to the Pacific theater for the rest of the war. It was then transferred to Eglin Field, Florida, and was converted to a DB-17G for service as an air-sea rescue craft. During the 1950s, it was converted once again to become a DB-17P, serving with the 3215th Drone Squadron at Patrick Air Force Base in Florida. During this time, Sentimental Journey participated in “Operation Greenhouse,” the fourth postwar atmospheric nuclear weapon test series 
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conducted by the United States during the spring of 1951. On January 27, 1959, final 
military orders were cut, transferring the airplane to military storage at Davis Monthan
Air Force Base in Tucson. Within a few months, it was acquired by the Aero Union Corporation of Chico, California, and became a civilian aircraft as N-9323Z, the registration which remains with her to date. For the ensuing eighteen years, an aircraft that had been designed to survive no more than a hundred missions flew literally thousands of sorties against forest fires throughout the country. From: Arizona Wing of the Commemorative Air Force, at http://www.arizonawingcaf.com 
# # #

The Carl T. Hayden Veterans Affairs Medical Center has been serving veterans in Maricopa County since 1951.  We are a level one tertiary care facility that offers a variety of services to more than 67,000 veterans. We currently have 130 inpatient beds for medical and surgical patients, 80 beds for nursing home patients and 40 inpatient beds for mental health patients. We are honored to serve our veterans who have paid the price for us to enjoy our freedoms. 

