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Annual VA Parade Honoring America’s Veterans
Set for Monday, November 12, from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.

The Annual VA Veterans Day Parade will kick off at 11 a.m. on Monday, November 12. In its 11th year, the parade is one of the premier Veterans Day parades in the nation, with more than 200,000 people expected to attend.  This year’s presenting sponsor is US Airways.  
This year’s parade theme is “Hearts of Valor,” and the event will honor veterans who have been wounded by the enemy and have received the Purple Heart Medal, as well as all veterans of the U.S. Armed Forces, who have served our country in war or peacetime.  The Veterans Grand Marshals this year are Vietnam Veterans.  
The VA Veterans Day Parade runs northbound from the Carl T. Hayden VA Medical Center, beginning at Seventh Street and Montecito, turning westbound on Camelback, then northbound on Central Avenue to Bethany Home Road, where it will destage at North Phoenix Baptist Church.

There are approximately 100 entries in this year’s parade including:

· Five Color Guards

· 10 Marching Units

· 13 Novelty Units

· 18 Floats

· Three Historical Units

· 11 Military vehicles

· Eight Bands

· Two Equestrian Units

· Four giant helium balloons: a huge Purple heart medal, 47-foot Uncle Sam, a 35-foot Bald Eagle, and a 40-foot Rosie the Riveter
· Nine Red, White and Blue Star Balloons… and much more.
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Parade Grand Marshals include Congressional Medal of Honor recipients Silvestre Herrera and Fred Ferguson, who also is representing veterans of the Vietnam War. Other Vietnam Veteran Grand Marshals are: David Althoff, Rita Brock-Perini, Michael Grossman, Len Kirschner and Sue Wudy. Hearts of Valor Veteran Grand Marshals, representing veterans who have served in Iraq and Afghanistan, are Robert Bartlett, Eric Castro, Tim Hernandez and Brent Phillips. The Business Community Grand Marshal is Thom Meaker, who also served in the Vietnam and received the Purple Heart.

The VA Medical Center’s Veterans Day Parade began in 1997 with 50 entries and approximately 10,000 people on the streets.  The Parade is designed to help commemorate and honor our veterans and to educate Americans about the service and sacrifices our veterans have made to protect our freedoms.

# # #
MEDIA PLEASE NOTE:  The parade set-up begins at 5:30 a.m. on medical center grounds.  There are plenty of opportunities for live shots and live remotes throughout the morning.  Just call Pat Impiccini at 480-496-9237 for live shot coordination.
The Carl T. Hayden Veterans Affairs Medical Center has been serving veterans in Maricopa County since 1951.  We are a level one tertiary care facility that offers a variety of services to more than 67,000 veterans. We currently have 130 inpatient beds for medical and surgical patients, 80 beds for nursing home patients and 40 inpatient beds for mental health patients. We are honored to serve our veterans who have paid the price for us to enjoy our freedoms. 


