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      For Immediate Release
VA Veterans Day Parade Features Canine Entry to Honor “War Dogs”
German Shepherds will participate in “fun match” in Central Phoenix this Saturday
PHOENIX — Some veterans are walking to honor friends who served with them in Vietnam, remembering that many did not come home. Others are walking to honor the families who, during World War II, gave their dogs to the U.S. military to help in the war effort.  Little did they know that initiative would start a program that proved the versatility and dedication of canines to serve in combat.
The “Salute to the Military Working Dog” is one of the entries in the 2006 VA Veterans Day Parade.   To help prepare for the Parade, several of the dogs and their owners will be participating in a “fun match” sponsored by the Grand Canyon German Shepherd Club. The event takes place this Saturday, Oct. 28, at Pierce Park, 2150 N. 46th Street, in Phoenix (just south of Oak Street).The dogs will be there from 8:30 a.m. to about 1 p.m.
This VA Veterans Day Parade entry honors the 100,000 canines that have served our country in the military and helped demonstrate the usefulness of dogs in civilian roles.  Those roles include law enforcement, search-and-rescue teams, and assisting the blind and others with disabilities. Former military dog handlers will march with dogs to remember their partners from decades ago, displaying the lifelong bond between soldier and animal.

Additionally, U.S. Army veteran Jim Frost, who worked with dogs while serving in Vietnam, will be available for interviews about the role of “war dogs,” now known as military working dogs. He was a First Lieutenant and commanded a company of Sentry Dog Handlers with the 981st Military Police in 1969 and 1970. The company of men and their dogs provided security for a major ammunition depot, and also guarded helicopters.
Military working dogs and their handlers have served courageously from World War II to the present. Honoring these dogs and their handlers in the 2006 VA Veterans Day Parade will be participants from the Grand Canyon German Shepherd Dog Club, the Southwest German Shepherd Rescue and the Eye Dog Foundation. The 10th annual VA Veterans Day Parade takes place on Saturday, Nov. 11, starting at 11 a.m. The parade runs north on Seventh Street from Montecito, turning west on Camelback, then turning north again on Central Avenue to just north of Bethany Home Road, where it will destage at the North Phoenix Baptist Church. 
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Entry in VA Veterans Day Parade Honors “War Dogs”
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More about Military Working Dogs

In January 1942, not long after the attack on Pearl Harbor, the American Kennel Association and Dogs for Defense mobilized dog owners across the country to donate working dogs to the U.S. Army Quartermaster Corps. Thousands of people donated their family pets to initiate the military canine program and prove the value of using dogs in war.
The dogs have a long history of heroism and sacrifice on thousands of battlefields around the world. They have saved the lives of countless thousands of Americans, allied solders and non-combatants, as well as protecting billions of dollars in combat military assets, such as aircraft, base camps, motor pools, ammunition and fuel depots, food and medical supplies, water storage facilities, and strategic communication sites.
Canines have performed many duties in military service:

· Tracker Dogs: The Labrador retriever was the only breed trained for tracking. Their primary role was to track the enemy’s scent or blood trail after contact had been broken.

· Sentry/Patrol Dogs: The German shepherd was the only breed used for this job. Sentry dog teams were deployed as the first line of defense guarding American base camps day and night in South Vietnam.
· Mine/Tunnel Dogs: The German shepherd dog and handler were generally deployed with the infantry and combat engineer units. They were trained to sniff out mines and booby traps buried in roads, hidden on bridges or in buildings and sniff out the location of tunnels.
·  Water Dogs: The Navy has successfully used German shepherd dogs on slow trolling patrol boats operating throughout the American patrolled waterways of South Vietnam. The dog was deployed to alert on the breath scent of enemy underwater divers breathing through reeds, snorkels and other underwater apparatus. The water dogs reduced the enemy’s capacity to conduct underwater sabotage operations, saving lives and equipment. 
Today, the 341st Dog Training School, Lackland Air Force Base, Texas, provides training for all five branches of the U.S. Armed Services, including the U.S. Secret Service, Customs and Border Protection, Federal Aviation Administration and the Transportation Security Administration.

The primary dog breeds acquisitioned for training are German Shepherds, Dutch Shepherds, Belgian Malinois and Labrador Retrievers. The school graduates about 400 working dogs and 500 handlers annually. They have also worked with smaller breeds (excellent sniffing dogs) such as Beagles, Terriers and Cocker Spaniels since they can crawl into small spaces or easily hoisted up for drug or explosives detection. To support the working dogs in the field, there are deployable full-service veterinary field hospitals equipped to treat the military working dogs wherever they are deployed.

Today, several thousand of America’s military working dog teams are deployed in Iraq and Afghanistan in the War on Terror. They are also serving at military installations in other parts of the world and throughout our nation’s homeland. It has been proven that military bomb and explosive detection dogs can locate a target in one quarter of the time it takes a mechanical mine-detection device.
# # #
The Carl T. Hayden Veterans Affairs Medical Center has been serving veterans in Maricopa County since 1951.  We are a level one tertiary care facility that offers a variety of services to more than 75,000 veterans. We currently have 130 inpatient beds for medical and surgical patients, 80 beds for nursing home patients and 40 inpatient beds for mental health patients. We are honored to serve our veterans who have paid the price for us to enjoy our freedoms. 


