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VA Veterans Day Parade

Welcomes Two Celebrity Grand Marshals
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It is going to be a busy week for Maricopa County Sheriff Joe Arpaio and Miss United States Kayla Downs.  Both have agreed to be Celebrity Grand Marshals for the 10th annual VA Veterans Day Parade, to be held on Saturday, November 11, 2006 at 11 a.m. 
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Sgt. Joe Arpaio served in the U.S. Army from 1950 to 1953. He joined the service on his eighteenth birthday, the day the Korean War broke out. While his unit was assigned to France for the duration of the war, Arpaio credits his military service with giving him the knowledge, experience and discipline that helped him throughout his career in law enforcement. Arpaio served five years as a police officer in Washington, DC and Nevada.  His career as a federal narcotics agent took him throughout the United States as well as overseas. Arpaio said his time in the trenches was waging a war against drugs in the Middle East, Central and South America, Mexico and Turkey.  He concluded his remarkable 32-year career as head of the U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration for Arizona.  Sheriff Arpaio has been reelected four times.

Miss United States 2006 Kayla Downs is a 22-year-old dean’s list student at Arizona State University, majoring in non-profit management. Her platform, Child Abuse Prevention and Education, is a way of life for Kayla and as Ms. United States 2006; she plans to travel the United States promoting it.

Kayla Downs is also bringing awareness and support for our military.  She has been honored by the USS Pinckney Naval ship and asked to ‘adopt’ their ship.  She will be attending graduations and their 
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deployment in the spring of 2007.  Downs is also organizing a pen-pal program between soldiers of the Pinckney and pageant sisters of hers.
The two will attend the Grand Marshals luncheon on Monday November 7 and the luncheon at the Arizona Biltmore Friday November 10.  Both will also ride in the VA Veterans Day Parade on Saturday, November 11.  
Downs will also participate in the early morning float decorating with other grand marshals in front of the VA hospital 3rd Street entrance on Tuesday November 7 from 5:30 to 8:30 a.m. and will emcee the essay breakfast reading event on Wednesday November 8 at 7:30 a.m. in the VA ACC basement conference rooms.  
We are honored to welcome both Sheriff Joe Arpaio and Miss United States 2006 Kayla Downs as our Celebrity Grand Marshals.  
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