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VA Float Decoration for Tenth Annual VA Veterans Day Parade

Several VA employees will be decorating the Carl T. Hayden VA Medical Center (CTHVAMC) float for the 10th Annual VA Veterans Day Parade on Saturday, October 28, and Saturday, November 4, from 8 a.m. to 12 p.m.  Float decorating will take place outside of Building 21, on the northeast corner of the Carl T. Hayden VA Medical Center grounds, near Central High School.

This year’s float will reflect the parade theme, “Celebrating America’s Veterans − Heroes Through the Decades,” with a special salute to those who served during the Korean War. The float recalls images of the Korean War Memorial in Washington, D.C., which includes stainless steel statues of soldiers on patrol, garbed in ponchos, heading up a hill. American soldiers fighting the Korean War faced foul weather, rugged terrain, poor equipment and 54 divisions of communist Chinese soldiers, but in the end they were able to overcome all these obstacles.

“We have a lot of work to do to prepare the float for the parade,” says Mike King, VA Equipment Mechanic at the CTHVAMC and team leader for the float decorating.  “We’ll be looking at the plans, hammering, nailing and gluing items in place so we can have a great entry.  We’re honored to do this each year for our veterans.”
The VA Medical Center Veterans Day Parade kicks off at 11 a.m. on Saturday, November 11, and runs northbound on 7th Street from Montecito to Camelback, west on Camelback to Central, north on Central to Montebello.  The parade is designed to help commemorate and honor all of our nation’s veterans and to educate Americans about their sacrifices to preserve our freedoms.  
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