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“Military Moms” Hold Onto the Red, White and Blue

in 2006 VA Veterans Day Parade

Members of the Military Families 24/7 Support Group are participating in the VA Veterans Day Parade to show their support for our troops overseas, but their participation also honors all the families of service men and women who have carried on at home while their loved ones served our country.

The moms will hold nine red, white and blue 10-foot helium star balloons as part of the parade.

Starting as a group of Marine mothers who began meeting in January 2003, the Military Families 24/7 Support Group has met every Wednesday since then without missing a week. They meet to share stories, pictures, fears and concerns. Viana Bruce, whose son Adam served with the U.S. Marine Corps in Iraq in 2003 and is currently a reservist, says members support each other during good and “not so good times.”

The group has expanded to include all family members and anyone wanting to support the troops, says Bruce. Once a month, they create packages to send to up to 75 service members overseas. They also are serving their community, holding a blood drive, adopting a south Phoenix day-care center and creating an “Angel tree” for the kids at Christmas, helping with lunches at the Veteran's home, and helping with the Toys for Tots drive.

With a theme of “Celebrating America’s Veterans: Heroes Through the Decades,” the10th Annual VA Veterans Day Parade will be held on Saturday, Nov. 11. The parade begins at 11 a.m., and will take a zigzag route, heading North on 7th Street from Montecito to Camelback Road. It will turn west on Camelback and proceed to Central Avenue, and then turn north on Central to Montebello, just north of Bethany Home Road, where it will destage at the North Phoenix Baptist Church.
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