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VA Medical Center to Honor Youth Essay Winners

Miss USA and veteran wounded in Iraq to join in recognizing kids

The Carl T. Hayden VA Medical Center will host a breakfast to announce the winners of its 10th Annual Veterans Day Parade Essay Contest winners. Ms. United States 2006, Kayla Downs, and Brent Phillips, who was seriously wounded in Iraq while serving with the U.S. Marine Corps, will attend to help recognize the essay contest winners.

Authors of the top essays will attend a breakfast on Wednesday, Nov. 8, from 7:30  to 9 a.m., in the basement conference room of the VA Medical Center’s Ambulatory Care Center, located near the entrance at Third Street and Indian School Road. The students will read their essays to veterans who are patients at the VA Medical Center.
Students in grades 5 through 12 from across Arizona submitted essays describing what Veterans Day means to them. Entrants are divided into three categories − elementary, junior high and high school − and are judged by VA Medical Center staff.

First-place winners will receive a $200 savings bond and second-place winners receive a $150 savings bond. The winners also will ride on a float in the parade, and have their essays printed in the parade program and displayed at the VA Medical Center.

Downs, who also holds the title of Ms. Arizona United States, has made children and veterans’ issues a priority during her reign. She lives in Peoria.
Phillips, who lives in Gilbert and is still receiving treatment from the VA Health Care System for wounds sustained in 2003, is currently working in the construction industry and is very involved in veterans’ issues.
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