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VA Medical Center Salutes Veterans who Served During Vietnam War

Two Women and Five Men to be Honored as Grand Marshals of Veterans Day Parade
PHOENIX ─ Valley veterans of service during the Vietnam War will be honored at the Carl T. Hayden Veterans Affairs Medical Center (VAMC) in Phoenix, as it prepares for the 2007 VA Veterans Day Parade, one of the largest such events in the nation.

The VAMC ─ which serves 67,000 veterans in central and northern Arizona as patients ─ will introduce seven people who served their country during the conflict as Vietnam Veteran Grand Marshals of this year’s parade. In conjunction with the announcement of the Grand Marshals, the VAMC will unveil educational displays honoring veterans of the Vietnam War and educating patients and the public about how medical care for America’s combat wounded has evolved into a state-of-the-art health care system that boasts the highest survival rate of any modern army's medical apparatus.
The Grand Marshals Introduction and Display Opening will take place:

Thursday, Oct. 11

10 a.m.

Carl T. Hayden VA Medical Center

Ambulatory Care Center Lobby
650 E. Indian School Road, Phoenix

The Ambulatory Care Center is located on the northeast corner of 
Third Street and Indian School Road.
The veterans represent a cross-section of military service, and have made a variety of contributions to their communities. The Vietnam Veteran Grand Marshals of the 2007 VA Veterans Day Parade are:

· David Althoff, of Chandler, a highly decorated pilot who served in the U.S. Air Force.
· Rita Brock-Perini, of Mesa, who served stateside in the Air Force Nurse Corps, taking care of seriously wounded men who were evacuated from overseas.  

· Fred Ferguson, of Chandler, who earned the Congressional Medal of Honor – the highest military honor for valor against an enemy force – as a helicopter pilot in Vietnam with the U.S. Army.
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· Michael Grossman, MD, of the Phoenix Area Medical Education Consortium, who served with the U.S. Army Medical Corps in Vietnam.
· Len Kirschner, MD, of Litchfield Park, a pilot with the U.S. Air Force, who also was a hospital commander in Southeast Asia.

· Thom Meaker, of Laveen, who served with a Rifle Company in the U.S. Marine Corps.

· Sue Wudy, of Phoenix, who served with the U.S. Army’s Military Assistance Command Vietnam (MACV) headquarters in Saigon.

The veterans will make brief remarks during the event. Refreshments will be served after the program.

# # #

Media Note: The Vietnam Veteran Grand Marshals will be available for interviews, and will have some mementos of their service, including photographs.
The Carl T. Hayden Veterans Affairs Medical Center has been serving veterans in Maricopa County since 1951.  We are a level one tertiary care facility that offers a variety of services to more than 65,000 veterans. We currently have 130 inpatient beds for medical and surgical patients, 80 beds for nursing home patients and 40 inpatient beds for mental health patients. We are honored to serve our veterans who have paid the price for us to enjoy our freedoms. 


