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VA Medical Center to Present SALUTExpo

Inaugural Event to Welcome and Thank Warriors Returned from Iraq and Afghanistan, Inform Them of VA and Community Services Available

PHOENIX ─ Providing Veterans of Operation Enduring Freedom (OEF) in Afghanistan and Operation Iraqi Freedom (OIF) with critical information and resources is the goal of the first SALUTExpo at the Carl T. Hayden VA Medical Center and Clinics.
The SALUTExpo will take place this Saturday, May 12 at the VA Medical Center’s Ambulatory Care Clinic, located on the northeast corner of Third Street and Indian School Road in Phoenix. The event, which will run from 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. in the basement conference rooms, will inform OEF/OIF service members and their families, and provide some fun activities as well. 

“The SALUTExpo is a resource fair targeted specifically for OEF/OIF veterans,” says Brenda Gust, OEF/OIF Community Outreach Social Worker at the VA Medical Center. “The goal is to provide information to help them understand the VA process, answer their questions, and provide relevant resources.  We also hope to help ease their transition back to civilian life. ”

The Expo will feature VA Medical Center resources and information on such topics as:

· VA medical eligibility, enrollment and benefits
· Employment resources
· Post Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD)

· Traumatic brain injury

· Mental health and substance abuse

· Veterans Centers

· VAMC employment

· Women’s issues

Combat veterans who have returned from Iraq and Afghanistan are eligible for many VA services and other resources including employment referral and support, as well as family and community resources. There also will be formal presentations from the VA Regional Office concerning home loans, disability compensation, vocational rehabilitation, and education benefits. 

-more-
VA SALUTExpo
2-2-2-2-2

Representatives of the Prescott and Tucson VA Medical Centers also will be on hand, as well as other government and community agencies, including:
· National Guard Family Support and Transition Assistance 

· Tri-West Healthcare Alliance

 

· Employment support for the Guard and Reserves

· Veterans organizations
· Social Security Administration
· Brain Injury Institute

· Red Cross

· Free legal assistance

In addition, the VA Medical Center will provide tours of the hospital, activities for children, lunch and refreshments, and raffle prizes.
# # #

The Carl T. Hayden Veterans Affairs Medical Center has been serving veterans in Maricopa County since 1951.  We are a level one tertiary care facility that offers a variety of services to more than 65,000 veterans. We currently have 130 inpatient beds for medical and surgical patients, 80 beds for nursing home patients and 40 inpatient beds for mental health patients. We are honored to serve our veterans who have paid the price for us to enjoy our freedoms. 


