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For Immediate Release


VA Medical Center Case Manager Honored for Advocacy of Veterans with Brain Injury
PHOENIX — Pat Tuli, a social worker with the Carl T. Hayden Veterans Affairs Medical Center, is being presented with the 2007 Advocacy Award from the Brain Injury Association of Arizona (BIAAZ). 

The presentation will take place March 24 at the Association’s annual fundraising event at the Phoenix Zoo.

The award is designed to recognize an individual who has worked tirelessly to promote a better understanding of brain injuries and the rights of survivors and families. Tuli is Case Manager for the Operation Iraqi Freedom/Operation Enduring Freedom (OIF/OEF) Program for military service members returning from those combat areas.

“Pat’s dedication to the veterans returning from the Iraq war with brain injuries inspires those of us who know her,” says Mattie Cummins, Executive Director of BIAAZ. “She is constantly searching for ways to assist these veterans with their re-entry into the community, understanding their struggle is just beginning when a brain injury has occurred. Pat seeks out other community groups that she believes can assist these veterans in an effort to ensure that resources and assistance is available to them.”
“To be honored for doing something that in itself is so rewarding is truly incomprehensible, “ said Tuli.  “I’m just astounded.”  
Tuli is currently working with the Brain Injury Association’s Criminal Justice Committee, which is working with other agencies in the community to review the need for a program to assist veterans who come into contact with the criminal justice system due to their brain injury symptoms.

“People with brain injuries can have impulse control and judgment problems,” notes Cummins. “Because the disability is a ‘silent’ one, meaning that you can’t see the injury to the brain, these problems may lead to involvement in the criminal justice system. The BIAAZ hopes to continue to work with VA on this project, as well as identifying other ways to assist those veterans returning to Arizona with traumatic brain injuries.”
# # #
The Carl T. Hayden Veterans Affairs Medical Center has been serving veterans in Maricopa County since 1951.  We are a level one tertiary care facility that offers a variety of services to more than 65,000 veterans. We currently have 130 inpatient beds for medical and surgical patients, 80 beds for nursing home patients and 40 inpatient beds for mental health patients. We are honored to serve our veterans who have paid the price for us to enjoy our freedoms. 


