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Veterans Battle for Bowling Trophy in VA Nursing Home 
VA Will Challenge Fellow Vets at State Nursing Home in Bowling Competition
PHOENIX — These veterans of military service – some in wheelchairs – won’t let age, illness or disability dampen their competitive spirits. 

Residents of the Nursing Home Care Unit at the Carl T. Hayden Veterans Affairs Medical Center (VAMC) in Phoenix will battle fellow veterans who reside in the nearby Arizona State Veteran Home for control of a trophy that goes to the winning bowling team.
The two teams of veterans will hold their first Bowling Challenge of 2007 on Tuesday, Feb. 6, at the Carl T. Hayden Nursing Home Care Unit (NHCU), which is located off the Seventh Street entrance to the VA Medical Center, just north of Indian School Road. The competition begins at 2 p.m. in the NHCU dining room.
“We have had the trophy for most of the past couple years, but they have it right now,” says Brenda Walker-Mehlert, a recreation therapist with the Carl T. Hayden VAMC. She says the competition and camaraderie among veterans has real therapeutic value. “It's a big thing for our bowlers, and we have a lot of fun.”

The Bowling Challenge alternates locations between the Carl T. Hayden VAMC and the State Veteran Home, with three or four matches each year. To level the playing field between veterans confined to wheelchairs and those who are not, all competitors must bowl from a sitting position, using a ramp to launch the ball.   
The Arizona State Veteran Home (ASVH) is a 200-bed skilled nursing facility located at 4141 N. Third Street in Phoenix, and is operated by the state.
The 80-bed Nursing Home Care Unit at the Carl T. Hayden VAMC, located at 650 E. Indian School Road, is part of a Level I tertiary care facility and teaching hospital operated by the federal Department of Veterans Affairs. 
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The Carl T. Hayden Veterans Affairs Medical Center has been serving veterans in Maricopa County since 1951.  We are a level one tertiary care facility that offers a variety of services to more than 75,000 veterans. We currently have 130 inpatient beds for medical and surgical patients, 80 beds for nursing home patients and 40 inpatient beds for mental health patients. We are honored to serve our veterans who have paid the price for us to enjoy our freedoms. 


