[image: image1.png]7.9

PHOENIX
VA





News Release

            FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:

Paula L. Pedene APR, Public Affairs Officer

650 East Indian School Road, Phoenix, AZ



                           Work:  (602) 222-2667, Cell phone: (602) 370-6033



                                 Email: Paula.Pedene@va.gov

Sept. 17, 2012
<Phoenix> VA Health System Hosts 2012 <POW>/MIA Recognition Day
Overview:
The <annual> <Prisoner of War> (<POW>) and Missing <in> Action (MIA) Recognition Day <will> be hosted at 9 <a.m.> on Sept. 21 <in> the VA Chapel at the <Phoenix> VA <Health Care> System<.>  On this day, <local> Veterans and Americans across the country take the time to remember our <POW>/MIAs and families<.>  
<Who>:
<Guest> <Speaker> for the event is <former> <Prisoner of War> and Vietnam Veteran Thomas Collins <who> was held as a <POW> for seven years<.>  VA Social Worker Carol Combs leads a support <group> for <POW>/MIAs<.>  Both <will> be available to discuss <POW>/MIA Recognition Day<, and> <its> impact.
What: 
<Annual> <POW>/MIA Recognition Day Ceremony<.>  Veterans groups <will> present and retire the colors at the event and the VA’s Choral <Group>, the VA Voices <will> sing<.>    
When:  
Friday, Sept. 21 9 <a.m.> ceremony; 10 <a.m.> reception to follow
Where:                       
<Phoenix> VA <Health Care> System Chapel, 650 E. Indian <School> <Road>, <7th> 




<Street> side of the Hospital.
Assignment Editors/Health Reporters please <note>:  The VA Chapel is located off the <7th> <Street> Side of the Hospital<.>  Please contact Paula Pedene at (602) 370-6033 or paula.pedene@va.gov for assistance with parking and <set up>. ___________________________________________________________________________

Additional Information:  <As> of April 2009 there are 1,741 American personnel listed by the Defense Department's POW/MIA Office as missing and unaccounted for from the Vietnam War. The number of United States personnel accounted for since the end of the Vietnam War in 1975 is 841. About 90 percent of the 1,741 people still missing were lost in Vietnam or areas of Laos and Cambodia under Vietnam's wartime control, according to the National League of Families website (cited in the United States Army website). The United States Congress passed a resolution authorizing National POW/MIA Recognition Day to be observed on July 18, 1979. 
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The Carl T. Hayden Veterans Affairs Medical Center, which is part of the Phoenix VA Health Care System, has been serving Veterans in Maricopa County since 1951.  We are a level one tertiary care facility that offers a variety of services to more than 80,000 veterans. For facility updates go to our VA leadership page We are proud to serve our nation’s Veterans who have given a portion of their life to defend our freedoms.  Engage with us on Facebook and Twitter!

