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News Release

            FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:

Paula L. Pedene APR, Public Affairs Officer

650 East Indian School Road, Phoenix, AZ



                           Work:  (602) 222-2667, Cell phone: (602) 370-6033



                                 Email: Paula.Pedene@va.gov

<The Olympics> May Be <Over> But <VA> Still Has Some Gold Medalists at Home

Overview:
Four Veteran artists from the <Phoenix> <VA> <will> be on <their> way to the <National> Veterans Creative Arts Festival <in> <Boston> next month<.>  There they <will> be recognized nationally for <their> accomplishments <in> the creative arts. 
<Who>:
Festival winners Sandy Fields for Basket Weaving; Jay Gustafson for Leather Craft Work on a Saddle, Tofe Eslava for Leather Craft Work on Saddle Bags and Lois Waverly for Mixed <Media> Art, called Tutu. The four first place awards are the most ever won by <Phoenix> Veterans <in> one year.
What: 
First place Gold Medals <will> be presented to three of the <VA> winners<.>  The fourth winner, Lois Waverly has already left to visit family <in> <Boston>.
When:


10:30 <a.m.>  Tuesday, Sept. 25, 2012

Where:                       
Director’s <Office>, <6th> floor, <Phoenix> <VA> <Health Care> System




<Media> you can park <in> the <7th> <Street> Circle

Assignment Editors/Health Reporters please <note>:  News <media> are welcome to learn more about our winners and Creative Arts Therapy<.>  Please contact Paula Pedene at (602) 370-6033 or via <email> at paula.pedene@va.gov.

Additional Information:     The National Veterans Creative Arts Festival highlights the creative accomplishments of imaginative Veterans from around the country. <VA> medical facilities have used the arts for therapeutic benefits for Veterans with physicial and emotional disabilities<.>  Phoenix <VA> hosts an <annual> <local> competition called ”Put Your Heart <Into> Art” <each> February and winners from this event move on to the <local> and <national> competitions<.>  This is the first time the <Phoenix> <VA> has had four winners make it to the <national> event<.>  

-<VA>-
The Carl T. Hayden Veterans Affairs Medical Center, which is part of the Phoenix VA Health Care System, has been serving Veterans in Maricopa County since 1951.  We are a level one tertiary care facility that offers a variety of services to more than 80,000 veterans. For facility updates go to our VA leadership page We are proud to serve our nation’s Veterans who have given a portion of their life to defend our freedoms. Engage with us on Facebook and Twitter! 

