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As a   Class  the Navy, Sam Fierstein saw action  many of the  battles of the Pacific  from 1943 to 1945, including New Guinea, the  and Borneo. Fierstein served  Ship’s , specializing  communications.

[image: ]“Days before we had an invasion, I was sometimes sent off with the Rangers to set up communications from the beach head, so we could direct ships in,” he says. He served aboard an Landing Ship, Tank (LST), an assault ship designed to deliver tanks, troops and ammunition on shore during an invasion. He jokes that LST really stands for “latest, slowest, target” because the ships generally were the last in a convoy and easy targets for the enemy.

On the way back from Borneo, his convoy came under attack. His  took a zig-zag course to evade the enemy and, as he was climbing up a ladder to get to his gun, he fell, broke several bones and injuring his shoulder. Those  still plague him.
 
Originally from , he went back home after the  to marry his childhood sweetheart and raise a family. The weather was brutal, given his . He fought the cold and pain for 28 years, finally moving to , then the .

Much of his paperwork during  service was lost, including records of his medical treatment and recovery from  aboard a hospital . He had to fight again to get his service medals and records straightened out and recently received his medals, including the -Pacific Campaign Medal, the World  II Victory Medal and the Philippine Liberation Medal.

Despite all he has been through, Fierstein is dedicated to serving his fellow veterans at the    System and other facilities. He is an officer of the Jewish  Veterans (JWV) and member of other Veterans organizations  Part of his efforts  collecting used canes, crutches and wheelchairs to redistribute to Veterans. The JWV hosts holiday parties for hospitalized veterans and purchases vans to transport patients.
 
The Chandler  says he is extremely honored to serve as a Veterans Grand  of the   Parade. “I can’t believe it is true,” he says. “I went to  to help our nation… ’s all I wanted to do.”
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S AM  F IERSTEIN   WWII,  U.S.   Navy       As a  Petty Officer   2nd   Class  in   the  U.S. Navy, Sam Fierstein saw action  in   many of the  major   battles of the Pacific  Theater   from 1943 to 1945, i ncluding New Guinea,  the  Philippines   and Borneo. Fierstein served  in   Ship’s  Contro l , specializing  in   communications.     “Days before we had an invasion, I was sometimes sent  off with the Rangers to set up communications from the  beach head, so we could   direct ships in,” he says.   He  served abo ard an Landing S hip , T ank   (LST ), an assault  ship designed to deliver tanks, troops and ammunition on  shore during an invasion. He jokes that LST really stands  for “ latest, slowest ,   t arget” because the ships generally  were the last in a convoy and easy targ ets for the enemy.     On the way   back  from Borneo,   his convoy  came under  attack .  His  ship   took a zig - zag course   to evade the enemy  and, as he was climbing up a ladder  to get  to his gun, he  fell, broke several bones and in juring  his shoulder. Those  injuries   s till plague him .       Originally   from  C hicago , he went back home  after the  war   to marry his childhood  sweetheart and raise a family.  The   weather was brutal, given his  injuries . He  fought the  cold and pain   for 28 years, finally moving to  Florida , then the  Southwest .     Much of his paperwork during  Naval   service was lost, including records of his medical  treatment and recovery from  injuries   aboard a hospital  ship . He had to fight again to get  his service medal s and records straightened out   and recently r eceived his medals,  including the  Asiatic - Pacific Campaign Medal, the World  War   II Victory Medal and the  Philippine Liberation Medal.     Despite all  he has   been through, Fierstein is dedicated to serving his fello w veterans at  the  Phoenix   VA   Health Care   System and other facilities.  He is an offi cer of the Jewish  War   Veterans (JWV) and member of  other V eterans organizations .    Part of his efforts  include   collecting   used canes, crutches and wheelchairs to redistribute   to  V eterans .   The  JWV hosts holiday parties for hospitalized veterans and  purchases   vans  to transport  patients.       The Chandler  resident   says he is extremely honored to serve as a  Veterans  Grand  Marshal   of the  VA   Veterans Day   Parade. “I can’t believe  it is   true,” he says. “I went to  war   to help our nation…  that ’s all I wanted to do.”  

