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Graduating from   1959, Tom Collins took the oath of commission as a    the  . After  training, he flew F-4 Phantom and F-102 Delta Dart jets. He saw duty as a fighter  duty  Europe, , ,  and Vietnam.

In October 1965, he was shot down over North Vietnam. Although safely ejecting from his aircraft, the landing left him with a back injury, compressed vertebrae, and an ankle sprain. Within minutes, local militia took him as their captive, marching, dragging and bouncing him in various vehicles on a long trip to Hanoi. He spent 7-1/2 years as a Prisoner of War in many North Vietnamese prison camps, including the infamous “Hanoi Hilton.” In the first weeks, he was beaten severely, lost his hearing and caught infections. He was subjected to torture and suffered from beriberi, an illness affecting his nerves.

“Hope, sustained by faith  God, my fellow Americans and our leaders a burning desire to return with honor to the country I loved and missed, enabled me to survive the ordeal,” he says. “It was inevitable  my faith  be shaken at  only to return stronger than ever, but even on the blackest day,  was always hope.”

He came home  February 1973,  part of “Operation Homecoming,” seeing his youngest son for the first time. His oldest son, then 9, was just a toddler when he left for Vietnam.

After retiring from the   1979 as a Lt. , his service to country took shape  a variety of positions, including  of the  Veterans’ Farm  Home    , U. S. Department of Labor,  the Veterans’ Employment  Training Service (VETS). He later became part of the transformation  to create a free market system  the  .

Collins,  is widowed, now lives   Creek. He is  of the   Chapter,  POWs.
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T HOMAS  C OLLINS   Vietnam War ,  U.S.   Air Force   Former   Prisoner of War       Graduating from  college   in   1959, Tom Collins took the oath of commission as a  2 nd   Lieutenant   in   the  U.S.   Air Force . After  pilot   training, he flew   F - 4 Phantom and F - 102  Delta Dart  jets .   He saw duty as a fighter  pilot   duty  in   Europe,  Texas ,  California ,  Thailand   and   Vietnam .     In October 1965, he was shot down over North Vietnam .  Although safely ejecting from his aircraft, the landing left him  with a back injury, compressed vertebrae, and  an  ankle   sprain . Within minutes ,  local militia   took him as their captive,  marching, dragging and bouncing him in various vehicles   on  a long trip to Hanoi . He spent 7 - 1/2 years  as a Prisoner of  War  in many   North Vietnamese prison camps, including the  infamo us “Hanoi Hilton.” I n the first weeks,   he   was beaten  severely ,   lost his hearing and caugh t infections.  He was  subjected to torture and suffered from beriberi, an illness  affecting his nerves.     “Hope, sustained by fa ith  in   God, my fellow Americans and   our leaders , and   a burning desire to return with honor to the  country I loved and missed, enabled me to survive the ordeal,” he says. “It was  inevitable  that   my faith  would   be shaken at  times   only to return stronger than ever, but  even on the blackest   day ,  there   was always hope.”     He  came home  in   February 1973,  as   part of “Operation Homecoming,”  seeing his  youngest son for the first time. His oldest son , then 9, was just a toddler when he   left for  Vietnam .     After retiring   from the  Air Force   in   1979 as a Lt .  Colonel ,   his service to   country  took  shape  in   a va riety of positions, including  Executive Director   of the  Mississippi   Veteran s ’   Farm  &   Home  Board , and   as   Assistant   Secretary , U. S. Department of Labor,  in   the  Veteran s ’   Employment  &   Training Service   (VETS ) . He  later became   part of the  transformation  team   to create  a free  market system  in   t he  former   Soviet Union .     Collins,  who   is widowed, now lives  in   Queen   Creek. He is  Commander   of the  East   Valley   Chapter,  American   EX - POW s.  

