[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]COOPER BRANNAN
Operation  Freedom, 
 Marine 


Nels Cooper Brannan joined the  Marine  out of high , serving two tours  . During his second tour,  an Infantry squad leader, a flash-bang grenade malfunctioned and he lost the medial part of his  and his little finger.
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After recovering, Brannan joined the Marines baseball . A chance encounter with  Padres  Sandy Alderson, a  Marine with service  Vietnam, led to him being signed as a pitcher with the Padres' minor league   2007. 

Although he did not make it to the majors, he says the experience was amazing. His story was featured   .  of his athleticism and ability to overcome unbelievable obstacles, he was honored with the Arête Award for courage  sports,  is presented to athletes  have aspired to excellence. 

He credits the  with helping him  physically and mentally from his   “The  has been with me every step of the way  I have been out of the service,” he says. “They have been  for me whenever I needed help mentally, physically and even financially, without even having to ask for assistance  the time.”

He began   the  of 2010, to become a pharmacist is finishing his third year of undergraduate   “I just sent my package   University   Glendale to receive a  of Pharmacy,” he says.

His goal after  is to serve his fellow Veterans at the VA.

Brannan says it is an honor to represent Veterans as a Grand  of the   Parade. “ are no words  can describe this type of brotherhood. “

He is married with three  and one due  December. He and his family reside   .
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C OOPER  B RANNAN   Operation  Iraqi   Freedom,    U.S.   Marine  Corps       Nels Cooper Brannan joined the  U.S.   Marine  Corps   out of high  school , serving   two tours  in   Iraq . During his   second tour,  as   an Infantry sq u a d leader, a flash - bang grenade malfunctioned and he  lost the medial part of his  left hand   and his  little finger.     After recovering, Brannan joined the  all - Marines  baseball  team . A chance encounter with  San Diego   Padres  CEO   San dy Alderson, a  former   Marine with  service   in   Vietnam, led to him being signed  as  a  pitcher with   the Padres' minor  league  team   in   2007 .      Although h e did   not make it to the majors, he   says  the experience was amazing .  His story was featured  in   national   media .  Because   of his athleticism and  ability to  overcome unbeliev able obstacles, he w as  honored with  the Arête Award for courage  in   s ports,  which   is  presented to athletes  who   have aspired to  excellence .       He credits the  VA   with helping him  recover   physically and mentally from his  injuries .    “The  VA   has been with me every step of the way  si nce   I have been out  of the service,” he says. “They have been  there   for me whenever I needed help  mentally, physically and even financially, without even having to ask for  assistance  half   the time.”     He began  college   i n   the  spring   of 2010 ,  to become a phar macist , and   is finishing  his third year of undergraduate  school .    “I just sent my package  into   MidWestern   University  here   in   Glendale to receive a  Doctor   of Pharmacy,” he says.     His goal after  that   is to  serve his fellow Veterans at the VA.     Brannan says  i t is an honor   to represent Veterans as a Grand  Marshal   of the  VA   Veterans Day   Parade. “ There   are no words  that   can describe this type of  brotherhood. “     He   is married with three  children   and one due  in   December.  He and his family   reside  in   Sun   City .  

