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Rodolfo Perez "Rudy" Hernandez
Congressional Medal of Honor Grand Marshal

Rodolfo Perez "Rudy" Hernandez (born April 14, 1931) is a former United States Army soldier who received the Medal of Honor — America's highest military decoration — for his actions in the Korean War.
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The Korean War was sparked by political division unsettled by an agreement of the Allies at the end of the Pacific War and World War II. The division, caused by numerous disagreements, became cross-border skirmishes and raids that escalated in to open warfare, when North Korea invaded South Korea on June 25, 1950.
The United States of America provided 88% of the 341,000 international soldiers that aided South Korean forces in repelling the invasion, with twenty other countries of the United Nations offering assistance. 

Among the many soldiers of the Korean War Corporal Rodolfo P. Hernandez, was a member of Company G. of the 187th Airborne Regimental Combat Team. The unit was quickly sent to Korea. The 187th Airborne performed operations into Munsan-ni Valley, and fought bloody battles at Inje and Wonton-ni.

Hernandez and his platoon were ordered to defend Hill 420, located near Wonton-ni. On May 31, 1951, his platoon was the object of a numerically superior enemy counterattack. A close-quarters firefight broke out when enemy troops surged up the hill and inflicted numerous casualties on the platoon. Hernandez was wounded during the attack, but was able to fire upon the rushing enemy troops. After his rifle ruptured, he continued attacking the enemy with his bayonet. His attack enabled his comrades to regroup and take back the hill.

A grenade explosion that blew away part of his brain knocked him unconscious. Hernandez, who had received grenade, bayonet, and bullet wounds, appeared dead to the first medic who reached him, Keith Oates. Oates realized, however, that Hernandez was still alive when he saw him move his fingers. Hernandez woke up a month later in a military hospital, unable to move his arms or legs or to talk.

After many surgeries and physical therapy over a five-year period, Hernandez regained limited use of his right arm and learned to write with his left hand. 
Thanks to his heroic efforts, President Harry S. Truman bestowed upon Corporal “Rudy” Hernandez the Medal of Honor.  The ceremony was held in the White House Rose Garden On April 12, 1952. Part of Hernandez's citation reads; “The indomitable fighting spirit, outstanding courage, and tenacious devotion to duty clearly demonstrated by Cpl. Hernandez reflect the highest credit upon himself, the infantry, and the U.S. Army.”
The VA Veterans Day Parade is honored to have Rodolfo Perez "Rudy" Hernandez as our Congressional Medal of Honor Grand Marshal.
